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Louisiana Hospital Case 
To Be Aired in Court 


Citizens of Ponchatoula and Ham- 
mond, Louisiana, have been compelled 
to go to court to block the proposed 
surrender of a large new public hos- 
pital to a Catholic religious order for 
one dollar. Last year (Church and 
State, May, 1957) when citizens of 
Tangipahoa Parish threatened court 
action to block the alleged giveaway 
of the $900,000 “public” hospital, 
four of the five members of the local 
hospital board announced their res- 
ignations. 

Some were later persuaded, how- 
ever, to withdraw their resignations 
and when they prepared to sign a 
lease with a Roman Catholic Domin- 
ican order of nursing nuns, a large 
number of taxpayers, supported by 
prominent Baptist and Methodist 
clergymen, filed suit in December, 
with Richard C. Cadwallader of 
Baton Rouge as attorney. 

The suit may develop into an in- 
teresting test case concerning the 
constitutionality of the Hill-Burton 
Act, under which the local hospital 
was to receive $480,000. It is be- 
lieved that the plaintiffs have an ex- 
ceptionally strong case because of the 
wording of Article 4, Section 8, of 
Louisiana’s constitution, which for- 
bids the expenditure of any money 
from the public treasury “directly or 
indirectly, in aid of any church, sect 
or denomination of religion.” The 
Louisiana constitution also forbids 
any preference for any religious sect. 

(Continued on page 2) 





School Tuition Suit 
Launched in Vermont 


The long-awaited Vermont suit 
against the payment of local public 
funds for tuition to Catholic high 
schools has been started by C. Ray- 
mond Swart, South Burlington taxpayer. 
“Church and State” will carry a full 
story in the next issue. 











Jesuits Demand Equal Federal Aid 
‘Across Board’ to Church Schools 


Lamenting the “lost talent” in parochial as well as public schools, the 
presidents of twenty-eight Jesuit universities and colleges on January 4, 
meeting in Washington, urged that all aid to education be given on an 
“across-the-board basis for all students and for all institutions.” They asked 
that aid be given to Catholic schools on the same basis as public schools. 


The statement, issued by Edward B. 
Rooney, S.J., president of the Cath- 
olic Education Association, pointed 
out that if various grants were not 
made to parochial schools, then “a 
very large pool of individual talent 
and educational facilities” would be 
by-passed. 

Recognizing that many state laws 
forbid such aid, or the distribution 
of federal aid to sectarian schools, 
the Jesuits urged that the federal 
government override any state laws 
prohibiting public grants to sectar- 
ian schools by giving the funds di- 
rectly to the parochial school or its 
pupils. 

While many American newspapers 
carried the story of the Jesuit de- 
mand, America’s editors were almost 
unanimously silent in regard to the 
great significance of the Jesuit de- 
mand. One exception was the Wash- 


POAU Asks Federal Probe 


Of Church Tax Exemption 


POAU has asked a full and fair 
investigation of all tax exemption 
practices in dealing with religious or- 
ganizations, and has suggested three 
important amendments to the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code to eliminate “glar- 
ing abuses” in present practices. 

The proposed tax program was pre- 
sented on January 27 to the House 
Ways and Means Committee in a 
public hearing by Paul Blanshard, 
special counsel. Testimony was also 
presented at the hearing opposing tax 
exemption on unrelated business in- 
come acquired by churches by George 
W. McKeag, representing the Presby- 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ington Post, which has the most in- 
fluential editorial page in the nation’s 
Capital. The Post, while welcoming 
support for federal aid to public 
schools, said frankly 


But their support of federal aid to pri- 
vate schools is disastrous and could, if they 
speak for the Catholic Church as a whole, 
irretrievably doom any federal aid pro- 
gram. ... 

When the Jesuit educators say that aid 
should be made available “for all institu- 
tions,” they open up, as they must know, 
a controversy involving complex questions 
of constitutional law and fundamental prin- 
ciples of the American political system... . 
This is very different indeed from a federal 
grant to state governments to supplement 
state support of public schools already un- 
der local governmental control. .. . 

The federal government could scarcely 
give financial aid to these institutions with- 
out demanding of them a conformity, al- 
ready given by the public schools to the 
idea of free schooling for all applicants, to 
commonly accepted doctrines of education 
and to the principle of the separation of 
church and state. 
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¢ Editorial ¢ 
Out in the Open 


If there were any doubt about it 
(and we had none) that doubt has 
been dissipated by the unequivocal 
statement of the Jesuit college and 
university presidents issued Jan. 4, 
1958. The statement prepared by 
Father Edward B. Rooney, their pres- 
ident, declared that “(federal) aid 
should be made available on an 
across-the-board basis, for all stu- 
dents and for all institutions.” This 
has been the virtual position of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy for years 
and we are glad to see it publicly 
avowed. 

POAU has been warning the pub- 
lic for a long time that the real ob- 
jective of Catholic action was gen- 
eral subsidy for its sectarian schools 
from the public treasury. Quite fre- 
quently our warning was ridiculed 
by those who insisted that all the 
hierarchy wanted was “welfare bene- 
fits.’ We remember particularly one 
headline in America’s chief Catholic 
weekly, The Register: POAU RANTS 
CHURCH SEEKING FEDERAL 
AID. 

When Cardinal Spellman was con- 
demned by public opinion in his con- 
troversy with Mrs. Roosevelt in 
1949, he pleaded that his denomi- 
nation did not desire full tax sup- 
port for its schools but only “auxil- 
iary services” for its children. His 
colleague, Archbishop Cushing, is on 
record as saying: “We are not look- 
ing to any government for any as- 
sistance in building our system of 
education.” 

We were never much impressed 
with these assurances and we said so. 
We are not aware that the Cardinal 
and the Archbishop are rebuking 
their colleagues for making the very 
demand which they said would not 
be made. Nobody need be in doubt 
any longer as to what Catholic action 
seeks. It seeks exactly the same sup- 
port for parochial schools as public 
schools receive. Nor is this surprising; 
Rome has ever sought state favors. 
This is the meaning of “across-the- 
board.” 

One phase of the demand as voiced 
by Father Rooney is worthy of spe- 
cial attention. It will be recalled that 
POAU has consistently opposed bus 
transportation, textbooks and other 
forms of “auxiliary aid” on the ground 
that such grants would be used as a 
precedent to obtain further benefits. 
Remarks by Father Rooney during 
the Jesuit press conference on Jan. 4 
illustrate exactly what we mean. 


2 





When Father Rooney was asked how 
he expected the schools of his de- 
nomination to receive public funds 
when the constitutions and laws of 
most states forbade this, he made an 
interesting observation. He said that 
they had had trouble on that score 
before but had found a formula for 
overcoming it. What was this for- 
mula? The same as had been fol- 
lowed with the school lunch program, 
said Father Rooney. In the case of 
backward states whose laws would 
not permit them to match the federal 
grants, these funds would go directly 
to the institution. Thus the federal 
grant would override and nullify the 
law of the state. 

This is what we mean when we 
speak of using auxiliary aid as a 
precedent for obtaining primary aid. 
It is a graphic example of how the 
hierarchy moves toward the Church 
subsidy. It is a strong demonstration 
of why the present money line must 
be held. 


+ 


¢ Editorial ¢ 


Deafening Silence 


As a part of its “Ten Year Bal- 
ance Sheet” POAU suggested three 
special questions which it might be 
wise to address to every Roman 
Catholic candidate for president or 
vice-president of the U.S. Quite to 
our amazement the Catholic press 
has united in vituperative denuncia- 
tion of this organization for even 
daring to suggest that candidates of 
this faith should be interrogated. We 
read such epithets as “unqualified 
bigotry,” “bias,” “ignorance,” 
‘spiteful,’ etc. We have also had a 
number of choice letters such as the 
one from a New York City resident 
reproduced in part elsewhere in this 
issue. 

There has certainly been a torrent 
of torrid comment. We find every- 
thing in it but one thing: the answers 
to the questions. Of course each can- 
didate will have to answer the ques- 
tions for himself, but certainly the 
Catholic press could have given some 
discussion of the issues raised by 
POAU. This might have been more 
useful, it seems to us, than a rash of 
name-calling. 

After all, the questions are simple 
enough and the issues they raise could 
have been simply discussed. The first 
concerns Canon 1374, which orders 
Roman Catholic children not to at- 
tend “mixed,” that is, public, schools 
without special permission. The sec- 
ond concerns the hierarchy’s advo- 


cacy of full tax support for its denom- 
inational schools. The third deals 
with an ambassador to the Vatican. 

Why a candidate should object to 
being quizzed on these basic matters, 
we cannot imagine, Why the Cath- 
olic editors should be so dust-slinging 
and breast-beating, is beyond us. 
Could it be that they hope to conceal 
such issues from the public? We shall 
continue to look in the Catholic press 
for intelligent discussion of our ques- 
tions. We believe the Catholic press 
would be wise to provide it. 
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Louisiana Hospital 
(Continued from page 1) 

The complaint in this case, filed in 
the Twenty-first Judicial Court of 
Louisiana, declares that there “are a 
number of areas of medical practice 
wherein the best and most informed 
medical opinion as to the course of ac- 
tion required for the welfare of pa- 
tients conflicts with the tenets of the 
Roman Catholic Church.” The com- 
plaint alleges that if the hospital is 
turned over to Dominican sisters, 
non-Catholic physicians practicing in 
the hospital will be “forced to refrain 
from giving medications, treatments, 
or even medical advice forbidden by 
the Code of Ethics for Catholic hos- 
pitals.” The complaint says that if 
the Dominican sisters gain control of 
the hospital for one dollar, even the 
non-Catholic patients will be denied 
medications, treatments and opera- 
tions, or medical advice which hap- 
pen to be contrary to the tenets of 
the Catholic Church. 
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| NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ “Secularization” of American higher education has been wrongly 
blamed by some churchmen for America’s failure to outstrip Soviet Russia 
in the earth satellite race, Dr. Truman B. Douglass of New York told 600 
delegates attending a mid-winter Congregationalist convention at Buck Hills 
Falls, Pa., on January 27. Dr. Douglass continued: “‘The sober truth is that 
church-controlled education is, in almost every instance, inferior education. 
From the sectarian parochial school to the denominationally-governed college 
or university, every case of bringing institutions of higher education under 
ecclesiastical control has been educationally disastrous. .. .” 


@ According to a United Press story of January 11 the Soviet 
government has bid to establish diplomatic relations with the Holy 
See. Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko has said that the Kremlin 
would “welcome official contact with the Vatican” in the interests 
of peace and disarmament. 


@ Archbishop Cushing has announced plans, according to The Boston 
Herald, for the construction of seven Roman Catholic chapels at the seven 
state mental institutions. The total cost: $1 million. 


@ Pope Pius XII in addressing an Italian association for large 
families on January 20 reiterated the church’s opposition to birth 
control and said: “Over-population is not a valid reason for spread- 
ing wrongful practices of birth control but a pretext for indulgence 
in avarice and egotism.” He suggested that it was conceivable that 
man’s conquest of outer space may help the world to support its 
excess population. 


@ The national Roman Catholic monthly, The Voice of St. Jude, published 
in Chicago by the Claretian Fathers, recently chided some of its sister 
Roman Catholic publications for criticizing recent Supreme Court decisions 
as “pro-Communist.” The Court, said The Voice of St. Jude, has upheld civil 
liberties in laudable fashion. To do otherwise, the monthly observed, would 
allow “injustice and evil” to triumph, thus aiding the cause of Communism. 


@ A new “school war” has been threatened by the Catholic hier- 
archy in Belgium. The government’s Minister of Education, Leo 
Collard has proposed expenditures of more than $160,000,000 for 
the expansion of public schools and colleges, and the country’s 
leading daily newspaper, “La Libre Belgique,” has attacked the 
government’s program. 





The Roman priest has said that hereafter 


Pastor Answers Niebuhr = The Roman | 
e will not sign recommendations for any 


When Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr un- children who do not graduate from a 





‘ - Catholic high school. This is forcing some 
dertook to endorse bus transportation parents to send their children to the Ro- 


man school, since later they want them to 
be admitted to Villanova and other church 
schools. 

Secondly, I do not feel I ought to be 
made to support special Roman education. 
I wish my son could have special religious 
training, but in this mixed-up nation it will 
not be possible. He will have to go to school 
where others do not believe as he does 
and where religious education will be elim- 
inated because it would be controversial. 
If the Romans want special education for 
their children, let them pay for it, as any- 
one must do who wants to send his child to 
a special school. 

Thirdly, I do not feel that I should have 
to pay to support a religious system that 
teaches things to which the majority of the 
nation is opposed, as well as myself. If we 
pay for school buses, the money saved will 
be turned over to the Roman schools to 
buy religious textbooks or statues or ro- 
saries. I don’t like to support Roman 


and other auxiliary benefits for paro- 
chial schools, Albert W. Kovacs, 
Evangelical and Reformed pastor at 
Minersville, Pa., took issue. Church 
and State was so impressed with his 
reply as published by The Messenger, 
Oct. 8, 1957, that we should like to 
reproduce it here. 


Dear Editor: 

I should like to take exception to the 
article by Reinhold Niebuhr, “Faith and 
Fanaticism,” in the August 13 MESSENGER 
and, in particular, to his position regard- 
ing the school bus issue. 

Firstly, it is not strong religious faith 
that prompts the building of the Roman 
parochial schools, but the designs of priests 
and bishops. A Roman church in this town 
is building a school a block from here, and 
the people are angry with the priest for 
building it. But they can’t say anything. 
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Catholic Supremacy Near, 
Lay Official Tells POAU 


YORK 


“May we suggest,’ POAU Presi- 
dent Louie D. Newton was solemnly 
advised in January, “that like a 
great many sensible and loyal Prot- 
estant people that you cease making 
attacks upon the Catholic Church as 
the primary basis for your existence.” 
The admonition came in a letter from 
Chairman Theodore McDonald of 
the Catholic Action Committee of the 
New York City Court Attaches’ 
Guild (see letterhead reproduced 
above), written after POAU’s “Ques- 
tions for a Catholic Candidate for 
President” were published in news- 
papers of January 5 and 6. 


“You must know,”’ McDonald con- 
tinued, “that the days of your ascend- 
ency (sic) are over and that you 
should acknowledge the fact with bet- 
ter grace. The Catholic Church as a 
compact dynamic unit is conducting 
the fight against Communism, pagan- 
ism, filth in literature, the theatre and 
motion pictures. We are loyal Amer- 
icans and we refuse to be interrogated 
by professional merchants in hatred. 
The Catholic Church and The Paro- 
chial school system are here to stay 
and by the grace of God we are going 
to increase and multiply while you 
preach birth control. May the good 
Lord open your eyes to your duty in 
a day when the shafts of paganism 
are riddling the defenses of America. 
God bless you.” 





teaching when my own congregation can’t 
afford even a few items for the Sunday 
church school. 


Fourthly, in some places the Romans 
who need school buses need them only 
because their school is so far away. For 
example, Roman Catholic students in this 
town can walk to our high school like 
anyone else. But to go to a Roman school 
they need transportation for three and one- 
half miles. Why should a burden like this 
be added to the tax burden of this com- 
munity ? 

Albert W. Kovacs 
Minersville, Pennsylvania 








Rabbi Perilman Rejects 


Will Herberg’s Position 


Rabbi Nathan A. Perilman of New 
York City’s Congregation Emanu-el 
has replied with such strength and 
candor to the parochial school-sub- 
sidization proposals of his co-religion- 
ist, Will Herberg (America, Novem- 
ber 16, 1957; discussed in Church 
and State, January) that we have de- 
cided to reprint his analysis instead 
of publishing a statement exclusively 
written for Church and State, as orig- 
inally contemplated. Rabbi Peril- 
man’s reply, published in America on 
January 11 as a letter to the editor, is 
reprinted here in its entirety: 


To Tue Epitor: I agree with you 
that Will Herberg’s “Justice for Re- 
ligious Schools” is deserving of full 
public debate. May I be permitted to 
offer several comments? 

I earnestly hope that his readers 
will not regard Mr. Herberg’s thesis 
as representing the Jewish commu- 
nity in this vital area. While I can- 
not speak for all Jews, I feel certain 
that what follows more nearly repre- 
sents the frequently pronounced Jew- 
ish attitude concerning the public 
support of private education. 

1. Mr. Herberg’s basic premise 
seems to me altogether unsound. Ap- 
parently, he believes that parochial 
schools—strange that he should make 
no mention of other private institu- 
tions—are entitled to governmental 
subsidy because a) they serve large 
numbers of children; b) they supply 
an education equivalent to that of 
the public schools; and c) are fully 
accredited. By these criteria he ad- 
judges them public institutions. 


Public Support: Public Control 


But he neglects to take account of 
the fact that the private, including 
the church-related, schools are not 
publicly managed or controlled; that 
the public is not represented on their 
governing boards. Is it not reason- 
able to suppose that public control 
will follow public support? Archbish- 
op Cushing is afraid that it must: 
“We are not looking for any Federal 
or government aid to build our 
schools, I would absolutely refuse the 
offer, for I cannot see how any gov- 
ernment or State would build schools 
without expecting to control them, 
in whole or in part . . . there is no al- 
ternative to the voluntary method of 
financing Catholic school buildings.” 
Of course, the very same language 
might be used in respect to teacher 
salaries and other current school ex- 
penditures. 
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It would therefore seem to me that 
Mr. Herberg would have been better 
advised to confine his discussion to 
the auxiliary benefits, not because 
the public is not quite ready to grant 
full support for parochial education, 
as he suggests, but because full sup- 
port must inevitably result in public 
control. I wonder if Mr. Herberg has 
paused to consider what public con- 
trol of parochial schools might por- 
tend? Certainly, the implications are 
clear from Cardinal Spellman’s state- 
ment of Aug. 6, 1949, when he de- 
clared that Catholics “de not ask nor 
can they expect” public funds in di- 
rect support of Catholic schools. 

2. His reference to the “slogan” 
(my quotation marks): separation 
of Church and State, is manifestly 
unwarranted. It is an American prin- 
ciple. It is the “secularists,” he tells 
us, who are using it to “evict religion 
from all areas of public life.” This 
sweeping condemnation must neces- 
sarily embrace many important Prot- 
estant and Jewish religious bodies, 
because they too, have opposed the 
support of church-related schools 
with tax funds on the ground that 
the Church-State separation princi- 
ple would be violated. It is blatant 
demagoguery to lump them as “se- 
cularists” and charge them with the 
purpose of excising religion from 
American life, or equating them with 
totalitarians. 


The Point of Public Schools 


3. His selection of a single dictum 
from the Zorach case is, again, man- 
ifestly unfair. Justice Douglas’ opin- 
ion also stated that public school au- 
thorities may not “undertake religious 





THANKS TO MANY 


As executive director of POAU | 
should like to express the appreciation 
of all the staff and board members 
for the generous response to our pre- 
Christmas appeal. This response en- 
abled us to finish 1957 in the black. 
Many are still sending us lists of ac- 
quaintances whom they would like to 
receive this “Gathering Storm” mail- 
ing. We are grateful. 

Glenn L. Archer 











instruction nor blend secular and sec- 
tarian instruction.”” Had Mr. Herberg 
used that quotation he might have 
had considerable difficulty qualifying 
parochial schools as public institu- 
tions, entitled to tax support. 

4. Finally, a word about Mr. Her- 
berg’s theory that non-governmental 
agencies which can offer the proper 
facilities “have a clear right to com- 
pete with government and are en- 
titled to recognition and encourage- 
ment by the public authorities’— 
presumably meaning by that full 
financial support. I suggest that Mr. 
Herberg misses the essential point of 
the public school. 

As a corollary of compulsory edu- 
cation laws, the public school was de- 
signed to provide equality of educa- 
tional opportunity for all children. It 
was assigned the task—this, by the 
considered decision of the whole 
American people—of developing an 
educated citizenry, in the expectation 
that an educated people would ensure 
the greatness of the nation and help 
to achieve the goals of democracy. 
Why was this task not left to other- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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POAU members, St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, have made application and been 
awarded their new Charter. Dr. 
Charles Turck is president. 

The New Iberia, Louisiana, group 
has made application for a charter 
which will be awarded at the next 
public meeting. 

Belleville, Illinois [office at St. 
Louis, Missouri] has announced that 
it will form a POAU Chapter to deal 
with violations of church and state 
separation, 

The Savannah, Georgia, Chapter 
received its charter at a public meet- 
ing, January 23. 

Other cities have taken steps to 
organize local units. 

The newly chartered Hartford, 
Connecticut, Chapter of POAU held 
a meeting on January 9, with speaker 
Paul Blanshard. More than 800 at- 
tended. 

Associate Director C. Stanley Low- 
ell spoke to the New York Chapter 
on the Lincoln Square issue. In Feb- 
ruary Dr, Lowell spoke in Memphis. 

Corresponding Secretary, Frank H. 
Yost, spoke to the Baton Rouge 
Chapter on February 2. 

Executive Director Glenn L. Archer 
will speak before numerous groups 
in the South following the National 
Conference in Atlanta. 


+ 


Taxpayers Plan 
Connecticut Suit 


Prominent taxpayers of Connect- 
icut are planning a suit in Connecti- 
cut courts to challenge the state’s new 
school bus law, passed at Hartford by 
a margin of one vote last year. The 
permissive bus law was passed in the 
legislature only after leaders of the 
state’s Catholic hierarchy had threat- 
ened political reprisals against legis- 
lators who did not favor the Catholic 
claim. Since it is only a permissive 
statute, opponents are planning to 
challenge its local application in ev- 
ery new Connecticut city or town 
where parochial schools are not now 
supplied with transportation at pub- 
lic expense. 

Paul Blanshard, special counsel of 
POAU, speaking to an audience in 
Hartford on January 10, estimated by 
the Hartford Courant at 900, offered 
the organization’s “moral and finan- 
cial support” in a bus transportation 
suit “clear through the United States 
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Supreme Court.” He pointed out that 
the constitution of Connecticut is 
less favorable to public grants to sec- 
tarian schools than the constitution 
of New Jersey which was made the 
precedent for the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in the 
Everson case. Article 7, Section 1, 
of Connecticut’s constitution, he de- 
clared, says that “no person shall by 
law be compelled to join or support 

. . any congregation, church or reli- 
gious association.” 

He pointed out that the Catholic 
demand for bus funds is only a prel- 
ude to the larger demand for public 
money for school buildings and teach- 
ers’ salaries. He said: 

The public school is open to all children 
of all creeds without discrimination. If per- 
sons of one religious faith insist on refusing 
that invitation, they have no right to plead 
discrimination or double taxation. Their 
choice is their own, and they should pay 
for it. 

Of course, we want children to be safe 
when they go to school, but we also want 
them to be safe when they go to Sunday 
School and to church. If we start support- 
ing religious enterprises indirectly in the 
name of welfare, where will we stop? 

Hartford’s January mass meeting 
was also addressed by John Mayne, 
director of religious organization for 
POAU. The chairman was the presi- 
dent of the Greater Hartford POAU 
chapter, Roger W. Eddy of Newing- 
ton. Church leaders on the platform 
included Dr. Lloyd F. Worley of the 
First Methodist Church, Rev. John 
L. Hayward of the Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist Church, Rev. Richard B. 
Hardy of the Baptist Church of West 
Hartford, and Rev. Raymond S. 
Carmen, representing the host church, 
the Central Baptist Church of Hart- 
ford. 





New ‘Review’ Volume 
On Sale 


A second bound volume of 
“Church and State,” embody- 
ing all issues from 1955 through 
1957, is now available. If you 
want to have a complete set, 
just place your order with na- 
tional POAU headquarters as 
follows: 


7-Year Volume (1948-54)—$3.50. 
3-Year Volume (1955-57) —$2.00 
Both. Volumes (1948-57)—$5.00 











Hungary Keeps ‘Loyal’ 
Churchmen on Payroll 


In a continuing drive to prove that 
“patriotic” support of the Communist 
regime pays off, the government of 
Hungary announced in December that 
it would continue to pay the custom- 
ary full subsidy to the Reformed Cal- 
vinist Church as well as to the Roman 
Catholic Church, both of which had 
earlier been threatened with sharp 
cuts. This sign of the state’s affection 
came only after intensive negotiations 
between leaders of the respective 
churches and the government, which 
ended in so much harmony that the 
churchmen were rewarded with restor- 
ation of the full bounty. 


Further tokens of the state’s es- 
teem were conferred on Roman Cath- 
olic Archbishop Joseph Grosz of 
Kalocsa, acting head of Hungary’s 
Bench of Roman Catholic Bishops, 
and on Bishop Albert Bereczky of the 
Reformed Calvinist Church and Bish- 
op Lajos Vetoe, successor of Bishop 
Lajos Ordass as head of the country’s 
Lutheran Church. Each received the 
Hungarian Order of the Banner in 
public ceremonies. 

(Previously, the decoration had 
always been described by its full 
official name, “Hungarian Order of 
the Red Banner,” but the word 
“Red” was omitted in connection 
with the prelates.) Bishop Vetoe’s ap- 
pointment as Lutheran head marked 
a step towards restoring “good rela- 
tions” between that church and the 
state, but it was not made immedi- 
ately clear whether or not the Lu- 
theran Church would be paid the 
full government subsidy. Earlier, 
Janos Horvath, president of the State 
Office for Church Affairs, had assailed 
Lutheran leaders for maintaining 
“stubborn and stiff-necked resistance” 
to government directives ordering 
them to reinstate “progressive” (pro- 
Communist) church officials. 


Aid to ‘All Churches’ 


Under the prevailing system, the 
state pays subsidies to all denomina- 
tions for clergymen’s salaries and 
other expenses. A _ pre-Communist 
agreement of 1948 called for a 25 
per cent cut in the Calvinist subsidy 
in 1958—this being the cut which the 
regime has now rescinded. There are 
about 5,500,000 Hungarian Catholics, 
2,000,000 Calvinists and 500,000 
Lutherans. State law requires govern- 
ment sanction for dismissals and new 
appointments of high-ranking pre- 
lates. 











Parochial Bus Question 


Nears Showdown in Maine 


At a hearing in Kennebec County 
Superior Court in early January, Su- 
perior Court Justice Harold E. Mar- 
den indicated he would decide in 
March whether to issue a second in- 
junction against the use of public 
funds for transportation of parochial 
school pupils in Augusta. The City 
Council had appropriated $250 as a 
“token payment”’ for this service. Ap- 
plication for an injunction was 
promptly made by the Augusta Tax- 
payers Association. 

The new appropriation was made 
from a contingent fund rather than 
from education funds, for the “health, 
safety and welfare” of parochial pu- 
pils, An earlier grant from education 
funds was halted by permanent in- 
junction handed down by Judge Mar- 
den. The “health and welfare” idea 
marked a new method of getting into 
state funds for parochial school trans- 
portation. 

In his testimony at the hearing 
Perry F. Shibles, Augusta superin- 
tendent of schools, said that cost of 
the proposed transportation to the 
taxpayer would be between $7,000 
and $8,000. The Taxpayers Associa- 
tion complained that “to carry out the 
order (of the council) would cause 
the taxpayers immediate, substantial 
and irreparable injury which could 
not be adequately remedied by law.” 


+ 


POAU FOUNDERS HONORED 
AT ATLANTA CONFERENCE 


One of the attractive features of 
the 10th Conference on Church and 
State in Atlanta Feb. 10 and 11, was 
the programs honoring founders of 
POAU. At a Fellowship Luncheon on 
Feb. 11 Dr. J. M. Dawson, himself a 
founder, awarded POAU citations to 
founders Louie D. Newton and Charl 
Ormond Williams. Dr. Newton is now 
president of National POAU and Dr. 
Williams is a trustee. Their significant 
role in the beginnings of POAU was 
delineated by Dr. Dawson as he pre- 
sented the citations. 

Founders’ Night was observed at 
the banquet Feb. 11 when a pageant, 
“The Forward March of Freedom,” 
was presented by a drama group from 
the First Baptist Church, Decatur, of 
which Dr. Dick Hall of the POAU 
board is the pastor. Pulsating mo- 
ments in the life story of POAU were 
beautifully depicted. 
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A wide representation from POAU 
groups in many states made the At- 
lanta conference a notable success. 
The “clinics” in legal and educational 
problems drew wide and favorable 
comment as did the crowded public 
rallies. 


+ 


Irish Censorship Collapsing 


Recent reports from the Irish Re- 
public indicate that the famous sys- 
tem of literary censorship, imposed 
upon the nation by clerical pressure 
about 30 years ago, is collapsing un- 
der a barrage of ridicule from leading 
Irish intellectuals. 


Three members of the country’s 
Censorship Board have recently re- 
signed, and the number of banned 
books has declined from more than 
1,000 a year three years ago to 75 
titles in the year 1957. 


Chief factor in the partial collapse 
of the censorship system has been 
the demand of several newly- 
appointed members of the Censorship 
Board that no book should be con- 
demned without reading it. For many 
years a priest-chairman and his Cath- 
olic assistants had condemned thou- 
sands of books on the basis of a few 
marked passages which were found 
to be objectionable. Under this meth- 
od many distinguished works of lit- 
erature have been suppressed, includ- 
ing a scientific work on population 
control issued by a British Catholic 
author with the approval of the Brit- 
ish Catholic hierarchy. 


The anti-censorship drive was 
greatly strengthened by the publica- 
tion in 1955 of Paul Blanshard’s 
The Irish and Catholic Power, which 
contained an eight-page listing of 
famous literary works which had 
been banned by the church-state cen- 
sors. 


The battle for the Irish censorship 
has been led by the Catholic Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, and the successful 
struggle against it has had the support 
of three of the Irish Republic’s most 
distinguished intellectuals, Senator 
Owen Sheehy Skeffington, C. Gore- 
Grimes of the Irish Civil Liberties 
Association, and the famous Irish 
novelist Sean O’Faoloain. 


The battle against Irish censorship 
has been greatly strengthened by the 
support of the only daily newspaper 
in the nation which is not under 
Catholic ownership, The Irish Times 
of Dublin. 


Judges at Red Mass 


The traditional annual Red Mass 
of the Roman Catholic Church for 
politicians and members of the legal 
profession was held in St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral, Washington, on Jan. 26. 

It was attended by Chief Justice 
Earl Warren and Justices William J. 
Brennan, Tom C. Clark, William O. 
Douglas, John M. Harlan, and 
Charles E. Whittaker. Three members 
of the Cabinet were also present, as 
well as Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and ma- 
jority leader John W, McCormack. 

The mass was celebrated by Arch- 
bishop Patrick A. O’Boyle of Wash- 
ington, and the sermon was preached 
by Fr. Joseph T. Tinnelly of St. 
John’s University, Brooklyn. Pho- 
tographers and reporters gave the 
occasion national publicity. The cel- 
ebration was sponsored by a Catholic 
lawyer’s committee. 

The title of “Red Mass,” accord- 
ing to Father Tinnelly, can be traced 
back to “the scarlet robed judges of 
the King’s Bench in the days of 
Henry I who knelt in humble suppli- 
cation.” In pursuance of this tradi- 
tion the Washington Committee of 
Catholic Lawyers has succeeded in 
securing the presence at this Red 
Mass of both non-Catholic and Cath- 
olic judges and political leaders. 

In his pointed sermon, Father Tin- 
nelly argued earnestly “that our 
country must in some manner provide 
for the religious education of future 
generations of God-fearing, law- 
abiding citizens.’ He said that ‘The 
greatest constitutional challenge to 
us as lawyers is this: How shall reli- 
gious groups be permitted to continue 
their great role as the leaven of so- 
ciety unhindered by Federal or state 
governments?” 

For a moment it seemed that Fa- 
ther Tinnelly was about to advocate 
government financial support for pa- 
rochial schools, but he had evidently 
been warned not to raise this issue 
directly. He avoided the central issue 
by declaring: “In a pluralist society 
such as ours we want no establish- 
ment of religion any more than we 
want a prohibition of the free ex- 
ercise thereof.” 

Father Tinnelly did not mention 
the fact that the Catholic bishops of 
the United States, in an official state- 
ment in November, 1948, had at- 
tacked the Supreme Court’s interpre- 
tation of the word “establishment” 
in the First Amendment, and had ad- 
vocated an interpretation permitting 
public appropriations for Catholic 
schools. 
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More Aid for “Slippery Partner’’? 


Washington observers are becom- 
ing increasingly skeptical concerning 
the military and economic alliance 
between the United States and 
Franco’s Spain. The Washington Post 
has raised the question ‘whether 
this country will receive full value 
from its deal with one who is at best 
a slippery partner.” 

The Post has pointed out that 
Franco’s “distasteful regime’”’ has al- 
ready received $340 million in defense 
support since 1953. Franco is sched- 
uled to receive in 1958 at least $40 
million in similar aid and $70 million 
in surplus food, The United States 
government has made these grants 
without any guarantee of religious 
liberty or without any binding assur- 
ance that the Franco regime will per- 
mit the bases to be used by our gov- 
ernment in time of crisis. 

Two recent books by distinguished 
American correspondents have under- 
scored the reactionary character of 
the Franco regime and have warned 
the United States against placing its 
trust in such a leader. The first, The 
Yoke and the Arrows, was written 
by Herbert Matthews, for many years 
a correspondent in Spain for the New 
York Times. The second work, pub- 
lished by Beacon Press of Boston, is 
Spain’s Struggle for Freedom, by 
Lawrence Fernsworth, former corre- 
spondent in Spain for the London 
Times. 

Fernsworth’s work is one of the 
most devastating exposés of the 
church-state alliance in Spain which 
has appeared in this country. It is 
especially significant in view of the 
present drive to make Spain a mem- 
ber of NATO. 

Fernsworth declares that the mili- 
tary pact with Spain calling for the 
American development of military 
bases has an obvious joker, the sen- 
tence: “The time and manner of the 
utilization of said areas and facilities 
will be mutually agreed upon.” Con- 
cerning this joker, Fernsworth says: 
“Franco has merely to decline to enter 
upon a mutual agreement.” 

The verdict of Herbert Matthews 
concerning the development of “de- 
mocracy” in Spain is almost equally 
caustic. Matthews, in appraising the 
post-war developments under Franco’s 
rule declared in 1956, “More than 
16 years and a half have passed [since 
the civil war] and Spain has not taken 
a single step in any of these directions 
li.e., civil liberties and religious free- 
dom], and there is no reason to sup- 
pose that she will ever take one under 
General Franco.” 
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Religious News Photo 
Franco and Friend 


The almost obsequious treatment 
of Franco by Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles in his recent visit to 
Madrid has also caused a considerable 
amount of criticism in the United 
States. Correspondents of the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting Company, in their 
annual review of the year 1957 sug- 
gested that it was hypocritical for 
American officials to pretend that the 
alliance with Franco was an alliance 
for democracy. 

In his analysis of Spain, Ferns- 
worth declares that Jesuit propaganda 
in the United States has been largely 
responsible for misrepresenting the 
character of Franco’s regime. He says 

The Jesuits played a powerful role 
in the liquidation of the Republic and 
in bringing about what Franco called 
the necessity “for Spaniards to abandon 
the old, liberal prejudices.” The Jesuits 
are engaged in a perpetual warfare 
against liberalism which has as its core 
the separation of church and state and 
freedom of conscience. This is their 

warfare in all parts of the world... . 

There are times and places when it 

seems expedient to assume a liberal 

front. There are other times when it 
seems necessary to attack liberal move- 
ments violently and openly .... 

The activities of the Jesuits dominate 
the entire panorama of state-church 
relationships in Spain. 


POAU ‘Balance Sheet’ 
Available as Leaflet 


“A Ten-Year Balance Sheet of the 
Fight for Separation, With Questions 
for a Catholic Candidate,” is now 
available in leaflet form. Embodying 
the full text of POAU’s anniversary 
statement reviewing a decade of strug- 
gle, the leaflet may be ordered from 
national headquarters at the following 
rates: 5c a single copy, 12 copies for 
50c, 100 copies for $3.00 and 500 
copies for $10.00. 

















Next month’s issue of the 
“Review” will report POAU’s 
great annual conference in At- 
lanta. 











Rabbi Perilman 
(Continued from page 4) 


wise capable and willing individuals 
and groups; why public schools? 
Because this important role could 
no longer be entrusted to individuals 
and groups, however capable. The 
historic decision was that this is a 
public responsibility. History has 
shown how well the American people 
decided. 


No Monopoly 


The foregoing argument is not to 
say that the public school is our only 
educational agency. The private 
schools have also made a significant 
contribution. And it is well that the 
Supreme Court, in the Oregon case, 
did not allow the State to coopt the 
educational field, (The American 
Jewish Committee considered this 
principle so important that it sub- 
mitted an amicus brief in that case 
supporting the position that a stat- 
ute requiring the attendance of all 
children at the public school was con- 
stitutionally impermissible. ) 

But it should not follow that those 
who choose not to avail themselves 
of the facilities offered by the public 
school are entitled to tax support for 
their private endeavors. If we fol- 
lowed that course, we might well be 
sounding the death knell for public 
education; if all private endeavors 
which meet educational standards 
become entitled to public support, 
who can doubt that the American 
landscape will soon be dotted with a 
huge variety of denominational 
schools, as well as those represent- 
ing every conceivable form of sep- 
aration and segregation? 


NATHAN A. PERILMAN 


Congregation Emanu-el 
New York, N. Y. 


Mr. Herberg’s plea for public 
money for sectarian schools has met 
with unanimous opposition among 
Jewish organizations throughout the 
United States. Thus far, public sup- 
port for Herberg’s suggestion has 
come almost exclusively from the 
Catholic press. 











Mixed Marriages Show 
Catholic Policy Fails 


A Catholic sociologist, Father Lu- 
cius F, Cervantes, of the Jesuit or- 
der, has revealed the increasing fail- 
ure of the Catholic opposition to 
mixed marriage, and the increasing 
rebellion of younger Catholic people 
against the discriminating rules which 
the priests attempt to impose. Father 
Cervantes, a Jesuit priest and direc- 
tor of the department of sociology at 
Regis College, Denver, in an address 
at the 19th annual convention of the 
American Catholic Sociological So- 
ciety in Washington estimated that 
one-third of American Catholics mar- 
ried outside of their faith and that of 
every ten Catholics who do so “four 
are lost immediately to the faith since 
their marriage is outside of the church 
and hence invalid.”’ He estimated that 
of the six out of ten remaining in the 
faith at the time of marriage, two 
more are ultimately lost to the Cath- 
olic Church. 

Father Cervantes also pointed out 
that mixed marriages between Cath- 
olics and non-Catholics have four 
times as many divorces and deser- 
tions as marriages within a single 
faith. 


+ 


Federal Probe 
(Continued from page 1) 
terian Church in the U.S.A. Mr. 
Blanshard pointed out that POAU 
was not opposed to tax exemption in 
principle, but only to certain abuses. 

Blanshard was especially critical 
of such “non-religious anomalies as 
the manufacture of brandy, the sale 
of commercial time on radio stations, 
and the commercial sale of baked 
goods.” He declared, “We do not be- 


lieve that Congress ever intended to 
exempt such activities from corporate 
taxes in the name of religion.” He 
continued 

We believe that no church should claim 
exemption from corporate taxes on un- 
related business income merely because it 
is a church. If a church steps out so far 
from its accepted moral and spiritual role 
in our society as to compete with private 
business in the race for commercial profits, 
then we believe that it should pay taxes 
on those profits as any other business is 
compelled to pay. We believe that this prin- 
ciple should apply with equal force to all 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish organiza- 
tions. 

Blanshard held up before the com- 
mittee advertisements from two cur- 
rent magazines claiming that the 
Christian Brothers of California are 
now America’s largest producers of 
brandy and of premium wines, He 
pointed out that the parent organi- 
zation of the Christian Brothers, the 
De La Salle Institute, is now engaged 
in a lawsuit against the United States 
Government in California (Civil Ac- 
tion No. 7499), claiming all exemp- 
tion from corporate taxes on unre- 
lated business income on the ground 
that: “Plaintiff is an integral part 
of the Roman Catholic Church... . 
Plaintiff is exempt as a church and 
as an integral part of the church.” 

In Blanshard’s testimony he sug- 
gested three additional principles 
which should be applied to the field 
of tax exemption as follows 

1. We believe that any person who re- 
ceives an income which is large enough to 
bring him within the operation of the in- 
come-tax law, and then turns that income 
over to a religious order, should be treated 
exactly as any other person is treated who 
gives his income to religious or charitable 
causes. He should be granted only standard 
exemptions and nothing more. He should 
not be exempted from income tax alto- 
gether. 


2. We believe that tax exemption in the 
field of religion should be based upon the 
religious nature of the exempt activity, and 
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not upon the fact of ecclesiastical control 
or direction over that activity. In other 
words, we suggest that a “functional” test 
be substituted for the present “directive” 
test which the Internal Revenue Service is 
attempting to write into tax regulations ap- 
plying to religious orders. 

3. We believe that religious denomina- 
tions which have religious orders should re- 
ceive no special favors because of their 
tightly controlled, centralized form of gov- 
ernment. Unless this principle is recognized, 
the present religious exemption policy will 
reward centralized authoritarian govern- 
ment in a church while penalizing the more 
loosely organized and democratic forms of 
sectarian organization. 


Members of the committee ex- 
pressed great astonishment when they 
learned that religious-order chaplains 
on the federal payroll are not com- 
pelled to pay any income taxes, 
whereas all other chaplains are 
obliged to pay. 


Mr. McKeag, appearing for the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., cited 
the resolution of the 169th General 
Assembly of his church last year in 
Omaha, expressing the opposition of 
the church to “the free tax status 
granted to churches, a convention or 
association of churches with regard 
to unrelated business income.” 


+ 


Famous Book Revised 


The famous best-seller, American 
Freedom and Catholic Power, by 
Paul Blanshard, will appear in a com- 
pletely revised and enlarged 1958 edi- 
tion some time during the month of 
March. This work, which sold 235,- 
000 copies in its first edition, and was 
reprinted in many foreign countries, 
has frequently been described as the 
basic platform for the American re- 
sistance movement against clerical 
aggression. 


Mr. Blanshard, in the new and 
enlarged edition of his work, tells the 
dramatic story of the book itself and 
describes the unsuccessful attempts 
to suppress it by boycott and intim- 
idation. Generous space is given to a 
number of the great legal and legis- 
lative battles waged by POAU since 
its foundation in 1947, and there is 
much fresh legal analysis of church- 
state issues. For students of Catholic 
policy, the book contains a Calendar 
of Significant Events during the past 
decade which summarizes by dates the 
important events in the battle to pre- 
serve religious liberty and the separa- 
tion of church and state. Hundreds 
of new documentary sources are listed 
in the notes of the revised edition. 
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